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�is Research Handbook on Development and the Informal

Economy captures the magnitude of the informal economy

for the global labour force. It unravels numerous concepts,

de�nitions and methods of data collection to o�er valuable

insight into the di�erences between the informal, non-

observed and shadow economies.

‘Jacques Charmes and Edward Elgar Publishing are to be

warmly congratulated for this Research Handbook, which

re�ects on 50 years of academic discussion on the informal

economy, and o�ers us new insights and inspiration for the

next 50 years of such work.’

– Simon McGrath, University of Nottingham, UK

‘�is Research Handbook on Development and the Informal Economy is a landmark volume

o�ering a uniquely comprehensive overview of the informal economy across the global

landscape. Expertly edited by Jacques Charmes, the volume is international in coverage and

exhaustive in scope. Bringing together a global roster of authors and many of the leading

authorities on the subject, the individual chapters address the multi-faceted dimensions in an

expert manner, and collectively cover all the important issues arising from the persistence of the

informal economy globally. It is a timely and authoritative Research Handbook, o�ering cutting-

edge analysis and re�ection, and is an essential read for students, academics and practitioners.’ 

– Colin C. Williams, University of She�eld, UK
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