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University, a central institution in charge of knowledge production and transmission, has 
undergone major transformations over the last twenty years. Initiatives of diverse natures, from 
the European Bologna Process to the “Shanghai ranking” have played their part in the 
simplification of students’ mobility. Indeed, flux of students are increasing exponentially, 
especially from Asia. These decades have also increased global corporation’s sponsorship and 
partnership with academic research integrating global innovation circuits. In these turmoil 
times, new countries and new universities appear as important actors at the global scale, and 
national systems of higher education suffer greater internal polarization processes. If 
knowledge’s production and transmission have always been international, the extension and 
intensity of this phenomena seems to have gone one step further. 
These transformations, combined with the contemporary trends of capitalism, led to the 
emergence of a global market for higher education and knowledge: rise of tuition fees, 
skyrocketing students’ debt, new public management of faculty, quantitative evaluation criteria 
and competitive calls for grants are just few of the changes that are watering down frontiers 
between the University and the market. Even if these changes do not mainly translate directly 
into universities’ privatization of universities, in this global university, knowledge is increasingly 
exchanged as a commodity. 
It is in this context that we invited recognized researchers and university’s authorities from 
different parts of the world to think together about university’s present and future. 
 

1) Globalization of students and scholars’ mobility: not just elites anymore 

Elites’ mobility is not a new phenomenon. Indeed, during the last decades of the XIX century, several 

universities proposed scholarships to some of their students to do their thesis abroad. Private 

foundations also favored these initiatives, a phenomenon that grew in the inter-war period. At a glance, 

looking into certain disciplines, their circulations and promoters today, contributes to better understand 

the evolution of university’s landscape and the appeal that is at stake in Europe and the United States in 

this period. 

Chair: Lama (5 minutes of general introduction). 

Questions for structuring the debate: Etienne and Nolwen 

Keynote Speakers : 

- Antoniona Levatino 
- Pierre Moulinier (histoire des idées et des universités) 
- Sorana Toma (effet des politiques migratoires sur les étudiants) 
- Etienne Gerard: internationalization of HE and research in Mexico. 
- Dinh Thi Bich Loan, Nolwen Henaff (Changing patterns of mobility for students from Vietnam)  
- Leila/Leonard results from their analysis on foreign students in France 

 



2) The effects of world rankings, accreditation and evaluation: status, excellence and 

polarization. 

Rankings and other dispositive for evaluating higher education and research produce a quantitative 

representation of university. This fuels a cognitive map adapted for consumers of higher education – and 

for their lenders – as well as for investors. We’ll also address its effect on academics work and 

management. Finally, proximities between the normalization necessary to produce quantitative 

representations and the abstraction typical of commodity-fetishism will be discussed. 

Questions for structuring the debate: 

1) Are World Class University models based on world rankings sustainable? What is the future of 

universities left outside world rankings?  

2) What are the qualitative effects of rankings, accreditation and evaluation on universities, teaching and 

research? What is the effect of those instruments on higher education systems at different levels 

(national, regional, international, etc.)? 

Chair: Helene and Cecilia 

Keynote Speakers: 

- Catherine Paradeise 
- Judith Naidorf 
- Hugo Harari-Kermadec 
- Corinne Eyraud  
- Hector Cebolla 

 
 

3) National and institutional strategies in a globalized environment : Hubs, World Class 

Universities and Academic Capitalism 

According to countries and regions’ history and institutional context, the globalization of Higher 
Education and Research (HER) shows different impacts in terms of international competition and 
collaboration strategies as well as defining winners (that position themselves as global HER hubs or poles 
of attraction of students, faculty and resources) and losers (such as countries suffering from students 
and researchers brain drain) of this process. In this session we thus want to focus on the distinctive 
mechanisms that were put in place in order to produce different regimes of HER at both an institutional 
and a country level. We will also discuss about imitation or mimicking possibilities between different 
countries and institutions as well as about the consequences of a combined and uneven 
internationalization of HER. 

Questions for speakers:  

1) Which are the main determinants of the success/failure of hub’s strategy? Is it possible to think of a 
standard model to become a Hub?  

2) Every country is fostering the WCU strategy, what are their consequences? Are WCU models based on 
world rankings sustainable?  



3) How is the demand to measure and create value from R&D influencing research agendas and 
impacting on researchers’ logics and practices?  

4) To what extent it is possible to become a WCU or a HER Hub without at the same time contributing to 
academic capitalism? 

Chair: Virginie Fonteneau and Hugo Harari-Kermadec 

Keynote Speakers:  

- Aldo Geuna  
- Yann Lebeau 
- Barrett Taylor  
- Pierre Mounier-Khun  
- David Flacher  
- Cecilia Rikap 

 

4) What do university leaders have to say about the globalization of higher education and 

research? University presidents and rectors’ round table. 

Students and scholars’ mobility, global rankings, accreditation, evaluation, pressures to become world 

class universities and academic enterprise are just some of the challenges that higher education 

institutions are facing in our globalized context. How are universities coping with these –sometimes even 

contradictory- pressures? What different strategies towards globalization have been pursued? Are 

strategies alike in the north (center) and the south (periphery)? Discussing with the actual decision 

makers we expect will contribute to shed light on these and other debates. 

Questions for presidents: 

1) Do you consider that globalization is related to participating in a « market »? At what cost? Do market 
logics leave space for humanism in HER? (The French National strategy for Higher education (STRANES 
2014) called for a "Humanistic European model of internationalization"). 
2) How is globalization affecting polarizations inside HER systems? What are the consequences in terms 
of inequalities? 
3) A few World Class Universities emerge and further polarize HER systems. Is this a new form of 
inequality? 
4) Is there a contradiction between the Europeanization and internationalization of HER? 
5) Are there alternative strategies that could be developed for HER? 
 

Chair: David and Patricia Pol 

Keynote speakers: 

- Dieter Lenzen President of the University of Hamburg 

- Jana Bacevic (Cambridge University) 

- Olivier David, President of Rennes 2 

- Frédéric Dardel, President of Paris V (Etienne) 

- Gilles Roussel, President of CPU (Rigas) 

- Graça Machel Presidente de SOAS (Cecilia) 



 

 

 

Schedule:  

Day Time Activity 

May, 29th  10 to 12.30 Round Table 4 (presidents) 

12.30 to 14.00 Buffet lunch for keynote 
speakers and organizers 

14.00 to 15.30 Round Table 3 (first part) 

15.30 to 16.00 Coffee break 

16.00 to 17.30 Round Table 3 (second part) 

20.00 to 22.30 Dinner for keynote speakers and 
organizers 

May, 30th  9.30 to 11.00 Round table 2 (first part) 

11.00 to 11.30 Coffee break 

11.30 to 13.00 Round table 2 (second part) 

13.00 to 14.30 Buffet lunch for keynote 
speakers and organizers 

14.30 to 17.00 Round table 1 (first part)  

16.00 to 16.30 Break 

16.30 to 18.00 Round table 1 (second part) 

  


